
Cause & Effects of 20th Century Wars: 
Arab-Israeli Conflict (1948) & Jordan 



Causes of the Arab Israeli War 

�  Zionism 

�  The movement to create a national home for the Jews in Palestine.  

�  Balfour Declaration  

�  British Foreign Secretary in 1917 calling for the establishment of a Jewish homeland in Palestine 

�  Post World War II – Where do the Jews go? 

�  6 million dead, heavy Antisemitism 

�  UN vote for partition – November 1947 

�  May 13 1948 – state of Israel declared 

�  Arab countries invade 



United Nations Resolution 181 

�  United Nations Resolution 181, resolution 
passed by the United Nations (UN) 
General Assembly in 1947 that called for 
the partition of Palestine into Arab and 
Jewish states, with the city of Jerusalem as 
a corpus separatum (Latin: “separate 
entity”) to be governed by a special 
international regime. The resolution—
which was considered by the Jewish 
community in Palestine to be a legal basis 
for the establishment of Israel, and which 
was rejected by the Arab community—
was succeeded almost immediately by 
violence. 



Arab League 

�  Two weeks before the official creation of Israel, their goal was to liberate Palestine and 
“drive the Jews into the sea”. 

�  Many not united and had their own agendas 

�  Syria, Saudi Arabia, Iraq, and Lebanon, and Egypt would declare war on Israel.  

�  While the Arab states equated 40 million, only 30,000 were in combat versus the 65,000 
Israelis  

�  Israelis also had access to tanks, heavy weaponry, and aircrafts. 



Al-Naka and Eretz Israel 

�  Al-Naka – known to Palestinians as the “day of 
the catastrophe” held on may 15th 1948, 
commemorating the mass exodus of the 
Palestinians 

�  Eretz Israel – the end of the war meant they 
could go back to what called their homeland 



The Refugee 

�  1948 

�  Palestine/ Gaza 

�  1967 

�  Palestine/ Gaza 

�  1996 

�  Iraq 

�  2002 

�  Iraq 

�  2011 
�  Syria 



1948 – Palestine to Jordan 

�  780,000 Palestine left to Jordan 

�  Red Cross came to help, until 1950 

�  United Nations took over efforts in Jordan 



Jordan’s Current State with Refugees 

�  150,000 from the Gaza Strip 

�  Jordanians denied entrance to Palestine in 2013  

�  10 official Refugee Camps 

�  1/3 of Jordanian Population is Palestine Refugees 

�  52% of Gazans in Jordan live until the Poverty Line 

�  120,000 current refugee students 

�  #1 Issue today (2016) is still the Arab Israeli Conflict 

�  Jordan is hoping to work with the United States as a neutral party between Israel and Jordan. 

�  Jordan firming believes in a two state solution 

�  One side of Israel, one side for Palestinians 



Palestinians Refugees – Not Jordanian Citizens 

�  Palestinians living in refugee camps – refugees, if living outside of camps - Guest 

�  70% of Jordan's population is Palestinians 

�  Why? 

�  If Jordan grants citizenship, they’re admitting they don’t have a home and will not be 
granted access to Palestinian 

�  Hope? 

�  They’ll get to go back to their home.  

�  Flag 

�  One side of the flag has the star – the original  Jordanian Flag,  
while the other side is without a star – the Palestinian flag 





Significance of the Key 



Discussion Questions   

�  Why do you believe the UN had to get involved from the beginning post WWII? 

�  What solution would you propose to the current Arab-Israeli Conflict?  

�  How does the youth react to the Arab- Israeli conflict? 



Extended Discussion & Articles   

�  Current Situation on the Israeli Palestinian Territories 

�  How We Got Here 

�  Israel says no to Middle East peace talks in Paris 

�  'Bad Palestinians' under Israel's collective punishment 

�  US funding 'Israeli state terrorism' in military deal 

�  End Israel's occupation of Palestine, Qatar tells forum 



Closure   

�  In Jordan it’s easy to see the amount of people 
impacted by the Arab Israeli Conflict and today, 
this still runs through the minds of all those in 
Jordan, and still in Gaza and the West Bank. 


