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Objective  
This lesson explores the early history of the Jordan from the domination of the region during the Ottoman 
Empire through British mandate control following World War I and finally the establishment of an 
independent country in 1946.  Students will read a variety of sources about Jordan and then participate in 
small group discussions about the major challenges facing Jordan and the Middle East.  
 
Appropriate for use in the following classes: 

● AP Human Geography 
● World Geography 
● World History 
● AP World History 

 
TEKS 
 
World History 

(1)  History. The student understands traditional historical points of reference in world history. The 
student is expected to: 
(D)  identify major causes and describe the major effects of the following important turning points in 
world history from 1450 to 1750: the rise of the Ottoman Empire 
 
(4)  History. The student understands how, after the collapse of classical empires, new political, 
economic, and social systems evolved and expanded from 600 to 1450. The student is expected to: 
(D)  explain the political, economic, and social impact of Islam on Europe, Asia, and Africa; 
(E)  describe the interactions among Muslim, Christian, and Jewish societies in Europe, Asia, and 
North Africa; 
 
(7)  History. The student understands the causes and impact of European expansion from 1450 to 1750. 
The student is expected to: 
(D)  explain the impact of the Ottoman Empire on Eastern Europe and global trade; 
 
(13)  History. The student understands the impact of major events associated with the Cold War and 
independence movements. The student is expected to: 
(E)  summarize the rise of independence movements in Africa, the Middle East, and South Asia and 
reasons for ongoing conflicts; and 
(F)  explain how Arab rejection of the State of Israel has led to ongoing conflict. 
 
(14)  History. The student understands the development of radical Islamic fundamentalism and the 
subsequent use of terrorism by some of its adherents. The student is expected to: 
(A)  summarize the development and impact of radical Islamic fundamentalism on events in the 
second half of the 20th century, including Palestinian terrorism and the growth of al Qaeda; and 
 



 

(25)World History Culture: The student understands how the development of ideas has influenced 
institutions and societies. The student is expect to: 
(D) explain how Islam influences law and government in the Muslim World 
 
(26)  Culture. The student understands the relationship between the arts and the times during which 
they were created. The student is expected to: 
(A)  identify significant examples of art and architecture that demonstrate an artistic ideal or visual 
principle from selected cultures; 
(B)  analyze examples of how art, architecture, literature, music, and drama reflect the history of the 
cultures in which they are produced; and 
(C)  identify examples of art, music, and literature that transcend the cultures in which they were 
created and convey universal themes. 
 
(29) Social Studies Skills. The student applies critical-thinking skills to organize and use information 
acquired from a variety of valid sources, including electronic technology. The student is expected to: 
(B)  explain how historians, when examining sources, analyze frame of reference, historical context, 
and point of view to interpret historical events; 
(C)  explain the differences between primary and secondary sources and examine those sources to 
analyze frame of reference, historical context, and point of view; 
(D)  evaluate the validity of a source based on language, corroboration with other sources, and 
information about the author; 
(E)  identify bias in written, oral, and visual material; 
(F) analyze information by sequencing, categorizing, identifying cause-and-effect relationships, 
comparing, contrasting, finding the main idea, summarizing, making generalizations and predictions, 
drawing inferences and conclusions, and developing connections between historical events over time 
 
(30) Social studies skills. The student communicates in written, oral, and visual forms. The student is 
expected to: 
(C) interpret and create written, oral and visual presentations of social studies information 
  
(31B) Social Studies Skills. The student use a decision-making process to identify a situation that 
requires a decision, gather information, identify options, predict consequences, and take action to 
implement a decision. 

 
World Geography 

(5)  Geography. The student understands how political, economic, and social processes shape cultural 
patterns and characteristics in various places and regions. The student is expected to: 
(A)  analyze how the character of a place is related to its political, economic, social, and cultural 
elements; and 
 
(6)  Geography. The student understands the types, patterns, and processes of settlement. The student 
is expected to: 
(A)  locate and describe human and physical features that influence the size and distribution of 
settlements; and 
(B)  explain the processes that have caused changes in settlement patterns, including urbanization, 
transportation, access to and availability of resources, and economic activities. 
 



 

(16) The student understands how the components of culture affect the way people live and shape the 
characteristics of regions. The student is expected to: 
(B) describe elements of culture, including language, religion, beliefs and customs, institutions and 
technologies 
 
(18)  Culture. The student understands the ways in which cultures change and maintain continuity. The 
student is expected to: 
(A)  analyze cultural changes in specific regions caused by migration, war, trade, innovations, and 
diffusion; 
(B)  assess causes, effects, and perceptions of conflicts between groups of people, including modern 
genocides and terrorism; 
(C)  identify examples of cultures that maintain traditional ways, including traditional economies; and 
(D)  evaluate the spread of cultural traits to find examples of cultural convergence and divergence such 
as the spread of democratic ideas, U.S.-based fast-food franchises, the English language, technology, 
or global sports. 

 
Time Frame: 4-5 class periods of 90 minutes (timing can be modified to fit with the parameters of your 
course and are only a suggested guideline) 

● Day 1: Introduction to the geography of Jordan and picture analysis 
● Day 2: Review the homework on the History and Culture of Jordan and form students into their 

expert groups to begin their research.  
● Day 3 & 4: Research for expert groups 
● Day 5: Small group discussions of the four Jordan research topics 

 
  



 

Day 1 Lesson Plan 
Sunrise of Faith: A History of Jordan 

 
Objectives 
Students will: Read “Part I - The Geography of Jordan ”, and map the geography of the Jordan. The 
students will then analyze photographs of present-day Jordan and formulate ideas about Jordanian life and 
society. 
 
Resources 

● Copies of “Part 1 - Geography of Jordan ”  
● Copies of “Geography of Jordan Student Guide ” 
● This lesson requires students to have access to a PowerPoint document of the photographs of 

Jordan. You will also need printed copies of the photographs to distribute to the student 
groups/partnerships. (see attached PowerPoint for photographs) 

● Copies of “Looking at Jordan ” handout 
● Copies of “Part 2 - History & Culture of Jordan ” 
● Copies of “Part 2 - Student Guide ” 

 
Day 1 Instructions 

1. Video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfmt7bDVibY 
2. Class Discussion: What country was featured in the video? (stop video before at 2:25 seconds) 

What did you find appealing about the video? Would you want to visit this place? Why? 
3. Reading - Part 1: Geography of Jordan - Read together as a whole class.  
4. Mapping Jordan - Once the reading is complete distribute copies of the map and geography 

questions. Have students work either independently or with a partner to complete the mapping and 
questions. 

5. Reviewing the Reading - Briefly review with students what they now know about Jordan. Have the 
students create one question that they would still like to know about Jordan. 

6. Picture Analysis - Divide the class into small groups or pairs and assign each group/partnership 
four photos and instruct them to examine the images closely and answer the questions on the 
“Looking at Jordan” handout as they analyze the images. 

7. Class Discussion/Presentations - After the groups/partnerships complete the questions, have the 
class come together in a large group and ask the students to share their observations about their 
assigned photos with the class.  After the students present their observations, have students reflect 
on what they learned from the photos. Did the student’s ideas or observations about Jordan change 
because of the photos? What new questions have been raised about Jordan and the Middle East? 
What are the benefits and the limitations of using photographs as a resource for learning about other 
countries and societies? Did the photographer have a purpose in taking these photographs? How 
does the point of view of the photographer shape how we understand and analyze the photographs? 

8. Homework - distribute copies of “Part 2 - History & Culture of Jordan”  along with “Part 2 - 
Student Guide”  and have students read the answer the questions.  

 
Homework 

Students should read Part II documents and complete the accompanying student guide. 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1RuJCVdsIVQQbHXIA-4nq_OvZEQYrZRJdDLK0NEdd1EQ/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfmt7bDVibY


 

 
  



 

Part 1: Geography of Jordan 
 

Jordanian People and Geography 
The official title of the country is The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan . The country borders Iraq to the 
north-east, Saudi Arabia to the east and the south, Syria to the north with Israel and Palestine to the 
west.  Jordan is a county of approximately 9.5 million people. Most of the people in Jordan consider 
themselves Arab. These Arab groups come mainly from three different populations: Bedouin, 
Palestinian & Hashemite. There are also small populations of Armenians, Kurds, Circassians, and other 
Arabs that have fled conflict in Syria and Iraq.   1

 
What are some important features of Jordan’s geography? 

Jordan is dominated by a broad plateau that is carved by valleys and gorges, and more than 85% of the 
country is arid desert. Jordan is nearly landlocked, but the Gulf of Aqaba at the far southwestern tip 
provides a 27-mile stretch of coastline on the Red Sea. The Jordanian landscape can be divided into 
three major geographic regions: the Jordan River Valley (long depressions formed by the movement of 
crustal plates, the Jordanian Uplands (low mountains and hills), and the Syrian Desert. The Jordan 
River is the main watercourse in Jordan, flowing from Syria to the north and emptying into the Dead 
Sea (the world's lowest natural point on land). Jordan's climate varies significantly by region. In the 
west, the climate is Mediterranean. Over the vast eastern desert and in the south, the climate is arid. 
Rainfall is heaviest in the winter. Approximately 16 inches will fall each year usually in the western 
mountain region. Less than 5 inches of rain falls in the desert areas each year.  2

 
Due to its arid land, Jordan has few natural resources. The country lacks the extensive oil reserves of 
the surrounding countries and relies on lower quality oil shale and small natural gas deposits. Jordan is 
the world’s top producer of phosphate and exports potash (potassium deposit from the Dead Sea). There 
are some additional scattered deposits of gold, iron, tin, lead, travertine, titanium, uranium, quartzite, 
and barite. Since only 4.5% of Jordan is arable, most agricultural cultivation happens on small farms. 
Typical crops grown are: olives, wheat, barley, tomatoes, cucumbers, eggplant, cauliflower, cabbage, 
melons, stone & citrus fruits, and strawberries. Livestock is also an important component of Jordanian 
agriculture. Sheep and goats make up the vast majority of livestock.  3

 
Like most of its neighbors, Jordan faces a crisis of insufficient water for its growing population. The 
Jordan River is heavily drawn upon for agricultural purposes. The result of such heavy siphoning is that 
the Dead Sea (which the Jordan River drains into), cannot sustain the natural wildlife around it. Plans 
have been proposed to bring in seawater; however, these plans are costly.  In other parts of Jordan the 
major issue is desertification due to overgrazing. As the population of Jordan rises, problems of 
overcrowding, air pollution and civic infrastructure also increase--and since Jordan lacks any substantial 
natural resource--the capital to provide these demands of growth puts a strain on the country’s 
economy.  4

 
1 Durham, Whit. "Jordan: People." World Geography: Understanding a Changing World . ABC-CLIO, 2016. Web. 5 
June 2016. 
2 "Jordan: Landforms & Climate." World Geography: Understanding a Changing World.  ABC-CLIO, 2016. Web. 5 
June 2016. 
3 "Jordan: Natural Resources & Agriculture." World Geography: Understanding a Changing World . ABC-CLIO, 
2016. Web. 5 June 2016. 
4 "Jordan: Environment." World Geography: Understanding a Changing World . ABC-CLIO, 2016. Web. 5 June 2016. 



 

Geography of Jordan 
 
Instructions: Follow the directions below as you fill in the map. Use an atlas or other resources in your 
classroom to fill out your map. 
 

1. List the countries that border Jordan. 
 
 

2. With which country does Jordan share the longest border? 
 
 

a. Use the key to estimate the length of the border.  ______________Length 
 

3. Label the major bodies of water located on the map. 
 

4. Mark the country’s capital city with a star. 
 

5. Based on the map and your reading, give two advantages of Jordan in terms of their geography? 
Give one disadvantage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                            (see next page for map) 



 

Map of Jordan 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 

Looking at Jordan 
 

Directions: Examine the photos and answer the following questions for each in the table below. Your 
group/partner will be asked to share their impressions with the class. The pictures cannot give a complete 
understanding about Jordanian society and culture, and so you should therefore be careful about drawing 
conclusions about the photographs. 
 

1. Describe what you see in the photo (landscape, architecture, action, setting, etc). If there are people 
in the photo, what are they doing? How would you describe their appearance? What type of 
interactions are happening? 

2. How does the photo relate to what you know about Jordan? 
3. Does the photograph offer any clues about life in Jordan? Can you learn anything new about the 

Jordan from the image? 
4. Does this photograph raise any questions for you about Jordan or the Middle East? 

 
 

Picture #1  
 
 
 
 
 

Picture #2  
 
 
 
 
 

Picture #3  
 
 
 
 
 

Picture #4  
 
 
 
 
 

 
  



 

Part 2: History & Culture of Jordan 
 
Early History 
 

Evidence shows that people have lived in Jordan since the Paleolithic Period. Archeologists believe that 
the population was small due to the arid nature of the geography. Population eventually grew during the 
Bronze Age. One of the largest groups was the Nabateans, who occupied the southern region from the 
early 600s B.C.E. The Nabateans successfully held a monopoly on the rich caravan trade that passed 
from the interior of the Arabian peninsula to the coast. Once the Seleucid kingdom declined in the 2nd 
century, the Nabateans increased in strength, extended their borders to the north and east.  By the 60s 5

B.C.E. the Nabateans had been conquered by the Romans under the leadership of Pompey who restored 
Hellenistic cities that had one existed in the region. Under Roman rule Jordan prospered and their 
population grew with its capital at Petra. Christianity became an officially recognized religion after 313 
C.E. and a large number of churches were constructed through the region.  6

 

Ottoman Era 

Following the decline of the western Roman Empire, the region was often the site of fierce battles 
between the Byzantine Empire and Persia until the Arab invasion of 633. Jordan fell under the control 
of the Umayyad Arabs in the 8th century and later became part of the Latin Kingdom of Jerusalem 
during the Crusades in 1099. With the expansion of the Ottoman Turks into the region during the 14th 
and 15th centuries, the region became part of their empire and was ruled by them until World War 1. 
 

Transjordan & British Mandate 

In 1919, Faisal I, governed Jordan but was ousted by the French in 1920. At the post-war San Remo 
Conference, Great Britain was given the mandate of Palestine. The eastern portion was named 
Transjordan and the western portion was Palestine. Faisal’s brother Abdullah ibn Hussein was made 
head of Transjordan.  Hussein was a member of the Hashemite dynasty of Mecca and are relatives of 
the prophet Muhammad through his grandfather’s line. Following World War II, the independent 
Hashemite Kingdom of Transjordan was declared on May 25, 1946 under a treaty signed with Great 
Britain. Ongoing conflict with the creation of the Jewish state of Israel led to military conflicts between 
Israel and the Arab territory, including Jordan. Jordan signed an armistice with Israel in 1949 and 
officially changed its name to Jordan.  7

 

Jordan under King Hussein 

In 1951 King Abdullah was assassinated by an angry Palestinian over Jordan’s annexation of the West 
Bank, instead of the establishment of an independent Palestinian state. Following his assassination, his 
son Talal took control of the kingdom, but was quickly replaced by his brother Hussein, because he 

5 "Nabataean." Britannica School , Encyclopædia Britannica, 19 Sep. 2016. 
http://school.eb.com/levels/high/article/54597. Accessed 9 Oct. 2016. 
6 "Jordan." Britannica School , Encyclopædia Britannica, 7 May. 2016. 
http://school.eb.com/levels/high/article/106459#214104.toc. Accessed 9 Oct. 2016. 
7 "Jordan." World History: The Modern Era , ABC-CLIO, 2016, worldhistory.abc-clio.com/Search/Display/317271. 
Accessed 9 Oct. 2016. 



 

battled with mental illness. Hussein reigned from 1953 until his death from cancer in 1999, one of the 
longest reigning monarchs in the Middle East. 
 
The late 1960s were a turbulent time in Jordan. King Hussein established better terms with Egypt, but 
their relationship with Syria deteriorated.  Border clashes intensified and Jordan’s participation in the 
1967 Six-Day War with Israel resulted in the loss of the West Bank. Following that period, Jordan 
supported the Palestinian Liberation Organization (PLO) and the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine. Both groups perpetrated terrorist actions on Israel from Jordan. Hussein’s support was to 
eventually gain the West Bank back as additional territory for Jordan, but the two organizations were 
fighting for a free and independent Palestinian state and therefore King Hussein eventually withdrew 
support from both organizations. In September of 1968, a bloody civil war erupted in Jordan and was 
eventually settled with help from Egypt. Palestinian fighters left Jordan following the war. 
 
During the 1970s and 1980s Jordan continued to work towards gaining back control of the West Bank, 
much the consternation of the rest of the Arab world.  It wasn’t until 1988 that Jordan officially 
abandoned their claim to the West Bank and acknowledged Palestinian sovereignty. 
 
In 1991, Jordan decided to support Iraq in the Persian Gulf War which led to the United States and 
other Arab countries withdrawing aid to Jordan.  Jordan’s decision to support Iraq was predicated by the 
fact that the majority of their economy was dependent on trade with Iraq. The Persian Gulf War, 
coupled with the influx of refugees from Iraq led to the housing and employment shortages as well as a 
loss of trade due to the UN trade embargos placed on Iraq. Despite all the problems for Jordan, King 
Hussein held legislative elections since 1956 in 1993 in an attempt to improve the governing of the 
country.  Also, Jordan signed a Peace Accord with Israel in 1994 and became the second Arab nation 
(after Egypt) to reach peace with the country.  8

 

Current Status & King Abdullah II 

Following his father’s death in 1999, King Abdullah II ascended the throne and vowed to continue his 
father’s domestic and foreign policies.  Under King Abdullah his two main focuses have been to 
modernize and invigorate the economy, better Jordan’s relationships with its Arab neighbors, and 
improving the status of women. 
 
In 2011 following the demonstrations in Tunisia and Egypt, Jordanians also began to protest against the 
government. In response, King Abdullah replaced the prime minister and appointed a 10-member royal 
committee to propose new constitutional reforms.  More than ⅓ of the the Jordanian constitution was 
altered, but opponents of the government felt that it didn’t go far enough to limit the power of the king 
and his appointees.  9

 
Since 2011, Jordan has still struggled to grow their economy and with the 2012 start of the civil war in 
Syria, massive refugees (more than 1.3 million) have flooded the country which has only led to greater 
strains on Jordanian infrastructure, government and education. Jordanians are still pushing the 
government towards greater democratic measures and transparency of their policies. The continued war 

8 "Jordan." World History: The Modern Era , ABC-CLIO, 2016, worldhistory.abc-clio.com/Search/Display/317271. 
Accessed 9 Oct. 2016. 
9 "Jordan." Britannica School , Encyclopædia Britannica, 7 May. 2016. 
http://school.eb.com/levels/high/article/106459#214104.toc. Accessed 9 Oct. 2016. 



 

in Syria, the rise of Isis and the ongoing struggle with the Arab world toward the creation of an 
independent Palestinian state has all affected Jordan and her ability to govern effectively. 

 
Relationship with the United States 

 
Throughout most of its recent history, Jordan has maintained close relations with the United States 
(with the exception being the Persian Gulf War). Jordan has been active since the late 1980s in working 
closely with the United States and the Middle East in establishing a peace process between the Arab 
states and Israel. Organizations like USAID & the United States government have poured more than $3 
billion dollars into Jordan to help support its economy and infrastructure. In addition, Jordan has been 
pivotal on the fight against the rise of terrorism in the region, specifically towards the Islamic state 
(ISIS).  10

 
Culture of Jordan 

 
Arabic culture has adapted over time because it was necessary for the people to survive in a harsh desert 
climate.  The harsh climate enabled people to forge a strong, cohesive society. The basis of the culture 
is Islam through its beliefs, practices, moral values, political organization, art, literature and family 
structure.  
 
Hospitality is essential to Jordanian culture. Hospitality is considered a duty and guests are provided the 
utmost respect and honor. Guests are provided with food and drink and encouraged to consume as much 
as they desire. It is typical that each meeting tea and coffee will be served along with juice or water.   11

 
The most famous Jordanian meal is based on traditional Bedouin cooking, Mensaf,  a whole stewed 
lamb cooked in yogurt sauce and served with rice.  As in other Middle Eastern countries, a mezzeh,  or 
selection of small dishes, sometimes begins the meal and usually includes salads, stuffed vine leaves, 
hummus, and other savory dishes.  12

 
Religion & Language 
 

More than 96% of Jordanians are Muslim, but there are also Greek Orthodox, Catholics, Protestant and 
other religious groups that make up the remaining 4% of the population. Islam is the official state 
religion. Muslims and Christians have an excellent relationship with each other and Jordanian law has 
its own ecclesiastical courts for marriage, divorce and children.  13

 
Arabic is the official language of Jordan, but French and English are also widely taught in school, and 
most people have some understanding of English. 

 
 
 

10 "Jordan: Contemporary Issues." World Geography: Understanding a Changing World , ABC-CLIO, 2016, 
worldgeography.abc-clio.com/Topics/Display/94?cid=59. Accessed 9 Oct. 2016. 
11 Azban, Ahmad Kamal. Diwan Baladna: Arab Culture from an Arab's Perspective.  Amman. 2010. Print. 
12 "Jordan: Food and Holidays." World Geography: Understanding a Changing World , ABC-CLIO, 2016, 
worldgeography.abc-clio.com/Topics/Display/94?cid=65. Accessed 9 Oct. 2016. 
13 "Jordan: Religion." CultureGrams Online Edition . ProQuest, 2016. Web. 9 Oct. 2016. 



 

Traditions and Etiquette 
 
When greeting someone it is polite to say “salam alaikum ” which translates into “peace be unto you.” 
Another common greeting amongst family, colleagues or a friend of the same gender is to give the 
“Arabic Kiss”. Most of the time there is only the sound of kissing and the brief touching of the two 
cheeks together. In Jordan, one shakes the other’s hand and leans over and “kisses” the right cheek first 
(or touches cheeks with the sound of kissing), then switches and “kisses” the left cheek. The left cheek 
is then “kissed” a second time in succession. The act of kissing the cheek expresses the feeling of 
missing the person. 
 
There are significant differences in cultural norms between rural bedouin people and people who live in 
urban areas.  Rural society is primarily based around agriculture and herding in a harsh environment. 
Social cooperation and sharing is essential to survival. Bedouin clans and families work together, trade 
together, and protect each other. Marriage is used to strengthen ties between families. It is also common 
for members of the community to have a deep and abiding loyalty to the group and the group’s honor.  14

 
Marriage and Families 

 
Jordanian marriage traditions are largely defined by a couple's religious affiliations. Polygamy is legal 
in Jordan, but as in most of the surrounding states, it is rarely practiced. In accordance with Islam, a 
man may marry up to four women as long as he treats them equally.  
 
Arranged marriage is fairly common among the Muslim population. This involves parents making 
matches for their children. Reputation is important in this matter and is another reason that family honor 
is taken so seriously. Marriage ceremonies are often large celebrations with music and dancing. The 
ceremonies and festivities following vary by location and group. Among Jordan's Christian populations, 
dating and marriage more closely resembles Western traditions than other groups. Couples are 
relatively free to choose partners, but family pressure and guidance still remain. Intermarriage of 
Muslims and Christians can take place without conversion.  
 
In urban areas it is common for most families to have two children.  Large families are still quite 
popular, especially in more rural communities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

14 Azban, Ahmad Kamal. Diwan Baladna: Arab Culture from an Arab's Perspective.  Amman. 2010. Print. 



 

 
Part 2: History & Culture of Jordan - Student Guide 

 
Vocabulary: Be sure that you understand these key terms from Part 2 of your reading. Circles ones that you 
do not know and look up in the class dictionaries . 
 
Bedouin Mandate Mensaf 
Hashemite Annexation Mezzah 
Siphoning King Hussein Salam Alaikum 
Nabateans King Abdullah 

 
 

1. What impact did the Ottomans and the British Mandate have on Jordan? 
 
 
 
 
 

2. What were the challenges that faced King Hussein during his reign? 
 
 
 
 
 

3. How did the Arab Spring Revolutions of 2011 impact Jordan? 
 
 
 
 
 

4. Why does Jordan have such a strong relationship with the United States? 
 
 
 
 
 

5. What are some of the biggest issues facing the Jordan today? 
 
 
 
 
 

6. What are some of the elements of Jordanian culture? How does their culture shape their country? 
  



 

Days 2-4 Lesson Plans 
Sunrise of Faith: A History of Jordan 

 
Objectives 
Students will analyze the issues that frame the debate about Jordan’s future. Identify underlying values of 
the options, integrate the arguments and beliefs of the topics into a persuasive and coherent presentation, 
and work cooperatively within groups to facilitate effective presentations and group discussions. 
 
Required Readings 
 
Handouts: 
Copies of the student presentation instructions 
 
Day Two Instructions 
 

1. Reviewing the Reading - Begin class by reviewing the homework reading (Part 2: History of 
Jordan, along with student guide ). Prompt students to recount what they learned about Jordan’s 
people, history and culture. Ask the students what questions they still have about Jordan.  

2. Group Work - Form students into four expert groups (groups should be made up of 5-6 students, 
see topics listed below). Assign one topic to each of the groups and give them the relevant readings 
and links to conduct the research for their topic.  

a. Students are to read the provided links & take notes and create a one page handout or 
infographic of what they’ve learned. 

b. Once they’ve completed their one page handout the group will write a minimum of five 
discussion questions they can use to facilitate a small group discussion with their 
classmates on day four.  

c. Students are also welcome to conduct additional research on their topic if you want them to 
dive deeper into the subject.  

d. During the day four presentations, students will be divided from their expert groups, 
therefore, it is important that during this work time the groups prepare a summary of their 
topic, take notes on the essential information, create a one page handout and write 
discussion questions that will be presented on day four making sure that each member 
know and understand all the information. 

i. Four Expert Groups will cover: (click on link for access to information) 
1. Women 
2. Refugees 
3. Arab - Israeli Conflict 
4. Environmental & Economic Challenges (Water and Resources) 

3. Day 2 Homework - Students should review the work completed in class and make sure they 
complete their one page handout on their topic. 

 
Day Three Instructions 
 

1. Group Work - Students will continue to work in their expert groups to review, research and 
prepare their materials for the discussion circles on day four. Teacher should conference with each 
group to make sure they have highlighted the key facts and created higher-processing discussion 
questions for their discussion circles. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1MKcx99t8ISJrlzHrtmsh76Qu8OWEiNRKHh45LoeIct8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15hOMEn28wsbZhFWkE3HskDtJ6AutUA3lGS1O4mSQAbc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1z6NKI8F9e6iCETmha42VyTYSOGJKNTMCQyivdpM72Pw/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1uog6OMxV9ptvGjC4LzMHmTS2dDVpoxtNVVOeKlpNa0c/edit?usp=sharing


 

2. Day 3 Homework - Students should review the work completed in class, review their discussion 
questions and practice what they will say in their discussion circles the following class. 

 
 
Day Four Instructions 
 

1. Expert Group Check-in - have students meet with their expert groups for five minutes to review 
what information they will be presenting and discussing.  

2. Discussion Circles - Students will then be shuffled into small discussion groups.  Each discussion 
group will be made up of students from the four topic groups. Depending on the size of your class, 
there might be two students from the same topic group in the new small discussion groups. 
Students will be given 5-7 minutes to share/summarize their topic to their discussion group and then 
have 10 minutes to facilitate a discussion about their topic using their group prepared questions. 
Students will be filling out the discussion group chart during the presentation of the topics and the 
subsequent discussions. 

3. Assessment - Students will be graded on their presentation of the topic during the small group 
presentations, the quality of the discussions prepared by their topic group, and the quality of their 
annotations of the topic readings. 

4. Discussion Debrief - Following the small group presentations, debrief with the class about what 
they learned about Jordan.  

5. Lesson Extension - As a follow-up assessment, have the student write opinion papers outlining 
which of the four topics they think should become the main priority for Jordan and argue why the 
Jordanians should pursue that option first. 

 


