
 

Using the attached documents, explain the roots of Arab nationalism in the Middle East. What 

additional documents would help you answer the question? 

 
Directions: Write an essay that 

• Has a relevant thesis and supports that thesis with evidence from the documents 

• Uses all of the documents 

• Analyzes the documents by grouping them in as many appropriate ways as possible. Do not simply summarize the 

documents individually 

• Takes into account the sources of the documents and analyzes the author’s point of view 

• Explains the need for at least two additional documents 

 

 
 

Historical Background: The Arab-ethnicity portions of the Middle East (excluding Egypt, a British protectorate, 

and Persia, which is not Arab) had been ruled by the Ottoman Empire since the 17th century. In 1915, Britain 

commenced negotiations with the Sharif of Mecca, Hussein bin Ali, to encourage the revolt of the Arab peoples 

against the Ottoman Empire.  

 

 

 

 

Document 1 

 
Source: Translation of a letter from Sharif Hussein of Mecca to Sir Henry McMahon, His Majesty’s High 

Commissioner at Cairo, July 14, 1915 

 

Whereas the whole of the Arab nation without any exception have decided in these last years to 

accomplish their freedom, and grasp the reins of their administration both in theory and practice; and 

whereas they have found and felt that it is in the interest of the Government of Great Britain to support 

them and aid them in the attainment of their firm and lawful intentions (which are based upon the 

maintenance of the honor and dignity of their life); 
 

England will acknowledge the independence of the Arab countries, bounded on the north by Mersina and 

Adana up to the 37th degree of latitude, on which degree fall Birijik, Urfa, Mardin, Midiat, Jezirat (Ibn 

'Umar), Amadia, up to the border of Persia; on the east by the borders of Persia up to the Gulf of Basra; 

on the south by the Indian Ocean, with the exception of the position of Aden to remain as it is; on the 

west by the Red Sea, the Mediterranean Sea up to Mersina. England to approve the proclamation of an 

Arab Khalifate of Islam. 
 

Secondly.- The Arab Government of the Sherif will acknowledge that England shall have the preference 

in all economic enterprises in the Arab countries whenever conditions of enterprises are otherwise equal. 

 

 



 Document 2 

 

Source: Letter from Sir Henry McMahon (British High Commissioner of Egypt) to Sharif Hussein of 

Mecca  

 

The two districts of Mersina and Alexandretta and portions of Syria lying to the west of the districts of 

Damascus, Homs, Hama and Aleppo cannot be said to be purely Arab, and should be excluded from the 

limits demanded…. 

(1 Subject to the above modification, Great Britain is prepared to recognize and support the independence 

of the Arabs in all the regions within the limits demanded by the Sherif of Mecca. 

(2) Great Britain will guarantee the Holy Places against all external aggression and will recognize their 

inviolability. 

(3) When the situation admits, Great Britain will give to the Arabs her advice and will assist them to 

establish what may appear to be the most suitable forms of government in those various territories. 

 

I am convinced that this declaration will assure you beyond all possible doubt of the sympathy of Great 

Britain towards the aspirations of her friends the Arabs and will result in a firm and lasting alliance, the 

immediate results of which will be the expulsion of the Turks from the Arab countries and the freeing of 

the Arab peoples from the Turkish yoke, which for so many years has pressed heavily upon them. 

 

 

Document 3 
 

 

Document 4 

 

 

Letter from Sharif Hussein of Mecca to Sir 

Henry McMahon, Nov. 5, 1915 
 

We renounce our insistence on the 

inclusion of the vilayets of Mersina and 

Adana in the Arab Kingdom. But the two 

vilayets of Aleppo and Beirut and their sea 

coasts are purely Arab vilayets, and there is 

no difference between a Moslem and a 

Christian Arab: they are both descendants 

of one forefather. 

 

Letter from Sir Henry McMahon to Sharif 

Hussein, Jan. 25, 1916 
 

We know well that you are acting entirely 

in the interests of the Arab peoples and 

with no thought beyond their welfare. 

Moreover, the friendship of Great Britain 

and France will become yet more firm and 

enduring, cemented by the blood of 

Englishmen and Frenchmen who have died 

side by side [with your forces] fighting for 

the cause of right and liberty. In this great 

cause Arabia is now associated, and God 

grant that the result of our mutual efforts 

and co-operation will bind us in a lasting 

friendship to the mutual welfare and 

happiness of us all. 

 

 

 



 

Document 5 

 
Source: U.S. President Woodrow Wilson, Excerpt from “Fourteen Points,” 1916 
 

The Turkish portion of the present Ottoman Empire should be assured a secure sovereignty, but the other 

nationalities which are now under Turkish rule should be assured an undoubted security of life and an 

absolutely unmolested opportunity of autonomous development.  

 

 

 

Document 6 

 

 

Source: Sykes-Picot Agreement of 1916 

between British and French Governments 
 

It is accordingly understood between the 

French and British governments: 

That France and Great Britain are prepared 

to recognize and protect an independent 

Arab states or a confederation of Arab states 

(A) and (B) marked on the annexed map, 

under the suzerainty of an Arab chief…. 

That in the blue area (A) France, and in the 

red area (B) Great Britain, shall be allowed 

to establish such direct or indirect 

administration or control as they desire and 

as they may think fit to arrange with the 

Arab state or confederation of Arab states…. 
 

That in the brown area there shall be 

established an international administration, 

the form of which is to be decided upon 

after consultation with Russia, and 

subsequently in consultation with the other 

allies, and the representatives of the sheriff 

of Mecca…. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



Document 7: League of Nations Mandates 

 

The League of Nations, the international organization formed after World War I, determined that certain of the 

colonies of Germany and the Ottoman Empire were not prepared for independence. Those areas were assigned 

to “Mandatory Powers.” The “Mandates,” as they were known, for the Middle East, and the powers to which 

they were assigned, are shown on the map.  

 

 

 

Document 8 

 

Source: Memorandum of the General Syrian Congress, July 2, 1919 

 

We the undersigned members of the General Syrian Congress provided with credentials and 

authorizations by the inhabitants of our various districts, Moslems, Christians and Jews, have agreed 

upon the following statement of the desires of the people of the country who have elected us… 
 

1. We ask absolutely complete political independence for Syria… 

2. We ask that the government of our country should be a democratic civil constitutional monarchy on 

broad decentralization principles… 

3. Considering the fact that the Arabs inhabiting the Syrian area are not naturally less gifted than other 

more advanced races… we protest against the League of Nations placing us among the nations 

which stand in need of a mandatory power… 

6.   We do not acknowledge any right claimed by the French government in any part whatever of our 

Syrian country and refuse that she should assist us or have a hand in our country under any 

circumstances and in any place… 
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