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• Notable Reflections 
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Purpose 

• The purpose of our trip to Jordan was to learn 
as much as we can about Middle Eastern 
history, culture, and people and to incorporate 
that knowledge into our social studies 
curriculum.  

• Therefore, the purpose of this presentation will 
be to give educators strategies that will help 
them to effectively teach this unit to their 
students. 

 



US Link to the Middle East 
“Let our position be absolutely 
clear: An attempt by any outside 
force to gain control of the 
Persian Gulf region will be 
regarded as an assault on the 
vital interests of the United States 
of America, and such an assault 
will be repelled by any means 
necessary, including military 
force.” 
 
—Jimmy Carter, state of the union 
address, Jan. 23, 1980 

 

1. Fighting terrorism 
2. Containing Iran 
3. Securing oil 
4. Defending Israel 
 
 



Major Issues in the Area 

• Arab-Israeli Conflict 
• Syrian Refugee Crisis 
• Women’s Rights 
• Water Scarcity 
• Iran 
• ISIS 
• History 
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Arab / Israeli Conflict-  Jordanians, like their other Arab neighbours, believe that injustices against Palestinians from Israelis is the source of much of the conflict and instability in the region.  Many are against the cooperation of the US and Israel.Syrian Refugee Crisis-America is the largest donor to deal with the refugee crisis350 mile border between Jordan and Syria. The Jordan military is the only side protecting the border because there is no army on the Syrian side.1.3 million Syrian refugees in Jordan = 30 million refugees coming to the US US agreed to take 10,000 refugees by September Canada agreed to take 20,000 refugees.Self-radicalization is a problem.Women’s Rights-Laws discriminate against women:Article 308- a rapist who marries his victim and stays married for 5 years gets no punishment< 15 rapist is executed unless he marries her> 15 rapist goes to prisonAlthough women are highly educated and do better than men, laws do not favour them:Under Sharia, law citizenship and inheritance is through the man.Divorce- Men have most of the rights. Mercy killings- Family honor is tied to the women’s body. Even if the woman is raped it is seen as dishonouring the family. *Christians have their own courts*Water Scarcity- Jordan is the 3rd most porous country in the world.Desalinization is a major projectJordan and Israeli cooperation for water and security. Water is a big reason for this cooperation.Two types of water- one for agriculture and one for water consumption.  Iran-Iran is a problematic country.Intelligence reports show that Iran causes regional trouble.The Supreme Leader makes the decisions, not the President or elected officials.Export weapons to Hezbollah to destabilize.Their goal is to create hegemony in region.  ISISJordan is # 2 per capita of foreigner terror senders.Why?70% Population < 3014% Unemployment25% Bachelor degree holders are unemployed80,000 engineering graduates = only 1800 jobs Cultural pressure is put on Jordanians to pursue academic instead of technical careers:Tracks sought by Jordanian graduates 87% Academic13% Technical 



Arab-Israeli Conflict 

•Jordanians, like their other Arab 
neighbours, believe that injustices against 
Palestinians from Israelis is the source of 
much of the conflict and instability in the 
region.   

•Many are against the cooperation of the US 
and Israel. 

 
 



Syrian-Refugee Crisis 
• America is the largest donor to deal with the refugee crisis 
• 350 mile border between Jordan and Syria. The Jordan 

military is the only side protecting the border because 
there is no army on the Syrian side. 

• 1.3 million Syrian refugees in Jordan = 30 million refugees 
coming to the US  

• US agreed to take 10,000 refugees by September  
• Canada agreed to take 20,000 refugees. 
• Self-radicalization is a problem. 

 



Women’s Rights 
Laws discriminate against women: 
1. Article 308- a rapist who marries his victim and stays married for 5 

years gets no punishment 
      < 15 rapist is executed unless he marries her 
       > 15 rapist goes to prison 
2.   Although women are highly educated and do better than men, laws     

do not favour them: 
3.   Under Sharia, law citizenship and inheritance is through the man. 
4.   Divorce- Men have most of the rights.  
5.   Mercy killings- Family honour is tied to the women’s body. Even if 

the woman is raped it is seen as dishonouring the family.  
6.  *Christians have their own courts* 

 



Water Scarcity 

• Jordan is the 3rd most porous country in 
the world. 

• Desalinization is a major project 
• Jordan and Israeli cooperation for water 

and security. Water is a big reason for this 
cooperation. 

• Two types of water- one for agriculture 
and one for water consumption.   

 



Iran 

• Iran is a problematic country. 
• Intelligence reports show that Iran causes 

regional trouble. 
• The Supreme Leader makes the 

decisions, not the President or elected 
officials. 

• Export weapons to Hezbollah to 
destabilize. 

• Their goal is to create hegemony in region.   
 



ISIS 
• Jordan is # 2 per capita 

of foreigner terror 
senders. 

• Why? 
• 70% Population < 30 
• 14% Unemployment 
• 25% Bachelor degree 

holders are unemployed 
• 80,000 engineering 

graduates = only 1800 
jobs  

• Cultural pressure is 
put on Jordanians to 
pursue academic 
instead of technical 
careers: 

• Tracks sought by 
Jordanian graduates  

• 87% Academic 
• 13% Technical  
 
 



Sykes Picot Agreement (1916) 
• The Syrian coast and much of modern-day Lebanon went to 

France;  
• Britain would take direct control over central and southern 

Mesopotamia, around the Baghdad and Basra provinces.  
• Palestine would have an international administration, as other 

Christian powers, namely Russia, held an interest in this 
region.  

• The rest of the territory in question—a huge area including 
modern-day Syria, Mosul in northern Iraq, and Jordan—would 
have local Arab chiefs under French supervision in the north 
and British in the south.  

• Also, Britain and France would retain free passage and trade 
in the other’s zone of influence. 

 



Balfour Declaration (1917) 
• The Balfour Declaration was a 

letter dated 2 November 1917 
from the United Kingdom's 
Foreign Secretary Arthur 
James Balfour to Walter 
Rothschild, 2nd Baron 
Rothschild, a leader of the 
British Jewish community, for 
transmission to the Zionist 
Federation of Great Britain and 
Ireland. It read: 

 

• His Majesty's government view 
with favour the establishment 
in Palestine of a national home 
for the Jewish people, and will 
use their best endeavours to 
facilitate the achievement of 
this object, it being clearly 
understood that nothing shall 
be done which may prejudice 
the civil and religious rights of 
existing non-Jewish 
communities in Palestine, or 
the rights and political status 
enjoyed by Jews in any other 
country. 

 



Palestinian Exodus (1948,1967) 
• It is clear that around 80% of the Palestinians resident 

within what became Israel were forcibly displaced by the 
creation of the Jewish state. Of these, approximately 
one-third fled to the West Bank, another third to the 
Gaza Strip, and the remainder to Jordan, Syria, Lebanon 
or farther afield. 

• In 1967, another 300,000 Palestinians fled from the West 
Bank and Gaza, to Jordan (200,000), Syria, Egypt and 
elsewhere. Of these, approximately 180,000 were first-
time refugees ("displaced persons"), while the remainder 
were 1948 refugees uprooted for the second time. 

• Estimates put the worldwide Palestinian population at 
over 8 million today. 



Notable Reflections 

• Religious Toleration 
• Pro Palestinian 
• USAID 



Before teaching please note the 
following: 

Most students have no idea 
what it's like to live in and 
see disaster, death, 
constant war, and despair. 
To see their loved ones die, 
to hear loud bombs go off, 
and to lose every material 
thing that they have. Not 
knowing where their next 
meal is coming from, to be 
ostracized from society, to 
no longer have a country. 

The United States is 
heavily involved in the 
region through USAID 
and  various UN 
agencies to provide:  
• Shelter 
• psychosocial care 
• Food 
• Healthcare 
• Job training 



Before teaching please note the 
following: 

What do the TEKS state that the student 
should be able to do? 
 
• Let’s review what the TEKS say… 



Strategies 

1. Student Presentations 
2. Compare/ Contrast 
3. Primary Source document analyses 
4. Interviews with native citizens 



Student Presentations 
AP World History/ AP Human 

Geography 
Assign each student the task of  creating a 
PowerPoint, Prezi, or YouTube 
presentation that includes:  
  
1. Introductory slide that gives an 

overview of the main points of  the 
presentation. 

2. An explanation of all of the facts 
included in their assigned section- 
important vocabulary, people, and 
events. *** 

3. Visuals, pictures, and/or videos to 
enhance the presentation. *** 

4. A minimum of 5 conclusions that you 
got from your assigned section. *** 

5. Include outside information to support 
your presentation. ***     

 

Rubric Categories Max Points Points Earned 

a) Presentation includes an 
introductory slide that gives 
an overview of the main 
points of your presentation. 

  

  
10 

  

a) Presentation includes a 
detailed explanation of all of 
the facts included in your 
assigned section- important 
vocabulary, people, and 
events. *** 

  

  
  

60 
  

  

a) Visuals, pictures, and/or 
videos to enhance the 
presentation. *** 

  

10   

a) A minimum of 5 conclusions 
that you got from your 
assigned section. *** 

  

10   

a) Include outside information 
to support your 
presentation. ***     

  

10 
  

  

Total 100 ___/100 



6th Grade World Cultures 
9th Grade World Geography 

• Name of Country 
• A picture of its flag 
• Name of its capital 
• Language of the country 
• What is its climate? 
• What is its environment? 
• Major Rivers 
• Mountain Ranges 
• What form of government does 

the country have? 
• What are the country’s major 

sources of industry? 

 

• What do people do for fun? 
• What is its population? 
• Include a picture of the country’s 

major landmarks 
• What are the country’s natural 

hazards? 
• What are its economic activities? 
• What is its population per square 

mile? 
• What are the country’s natural 

hazards? 
• What are the country’s sources of 

energy?  
• Name at least three important 

facts about the region. 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Using Atlases and CIA World Factbook.Directions: (1) Draw an outline and cut out your assigned region. Make sure that you color it and put appropriate pictures on your region.  Include the rivers and major mountain ranges. (2) Use pages 69-73 of your atlases to answer the following questions for your assigned country, then create a poster with all of this information including a map of the country:



Compare / Contrast 

Use Venn diagrams, 
charts and essay 
prompts to compare 
and contrast the US 
with the Middle East 
and its neighbors  
 

1. History  
2. Geography 
3. Economy 
4. Government 
5. Immigration 
6. Citizenship 
7. Culture 
8. Education 
9. Religion 
10.  Science-Technology- 
11.  Societal Structure 

 



Compare / Contrast 

1. Water- conservation, desalinization 
2. Immigration- Walls, border states, 

prejudice/ discrimination 
3. Welfare- programs 
4. Gender Equality- women’s rights, divorce, 

pay 
5. Race Relations- Bedouin, Arab/ Israeli 
6. Religion- religious freedom, tolerance, 

separation of church and state 



AP World History/ 10th Grade 
World History 

1. Students will create a CC chart over any two: 
the Arab Caliphates, Sultanate of Delhi, west 
African Sudanic state, Turkish Seljuk sultanate 
or Tang China 

2. Case Study – 1989 and 2011 (Arab Revolts) 
3. Students will create a Continuity and Change 

Analysis Chart on decolonization in one region: 
Sub-Saharan Africa, South Asia, Southeast 
Asia or the Arab-Israeli Conflict. 

4. Arab Nationalism DBQ 
5. Middle East DBQ 
 



AP Psychology 

• Case study on post-traumatic stress disorder in 
the Middle East 

• Compare and Contrast PTSD symptoms of 
Americans and Middle Eastern natives. 

• Case Study on depression in the Middle East.  
• Compare and Contrast Americans diagnosed 

with depression with Middle Eastern natives 
diagnosed with depression. 

 



US Government 

Compare and 
contrast aspects of 
the US Government 
with the 
governments of the 
Middle East. 

Examples 
a) Form of 

government 
b) Leaders 
c) Policies 
d) Economy 
e) Citizenship 
f) Military 
g) Voting 
 



Primary Source Document 
Analyses 



Social Studies Textbooks 



Higher Level Analyses 

Comparing / Contrasting 
 
Primary Sources 
 
Reconciling the information from primary 
sources with school textbooks helps 
students to develop higher level thinking 
skills. 

 
 

Social Studies 
Textbooks 

 



Interviews with Native Citizens 

1. The most engaging activity 
2. Different Perspectives: 
In the Middle East there is either the:  
a) The official governmental position 
b) The position of private citizens depends 

on affiliations 
3. Gather information not normally found in 
textbooks. 
 
 



Summation 

Educators can fulfill the TEKS more 
effectively by using the following techniques: 
 
1. Student Presentations 
2. Compare/ Contrast 
3. Primary Source document analyses 
4. Interviews with native citizens 
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