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 The “Problem of Practice” at my school this 
year is literacy. 

 This literacy strategy is utilized to engage 
every student and create dialog  
 It reminds students that every opinion is valid if 

supported by fact (Remember a historian without 
facts is called a politician ) 

 Benefits include students doing most of the 
action with the teacher facilitating 



 Talk #1: Goal- Engage with content concept 
and set a purpose for reading 

 Read: Read an academic text to develop 
content understanding. 

 Talk #2 Process the text and prepare for 
writing 

 Write: Communicate content understanding 
 (Pg 18 of Nancy Motley’s text)  



Using a “hook” discuss what the students know about this image using who, 
what, where, why, when.  What does this have to do with the Arab Spring? 



 http://www.npr.org/2011/12/17/143897126/
the-arab-spring-a-year-of-revolution 

 Using the Article on Arab Spring from the 
National Public Radio website  
 Highlight evidence that supports actions of the 

people 
 Circle Turning Points in the voices of the people that 

have been acknowledged 
 Put a box around the official government responses. 

http://www.npr.org/2011/12/17/143897126/the-arab-spring-a-year-of-revolution
http://www.npr.org/2011/12/17/143897126/the-arab-spring-a-year-of-revolution


Feel free to expand the discussion with another image and ask how this is 
related to the first image.  Discuss the sequence of images in relation to the 

selected text  



 If students have a hard time figuring out where 
to start their “talk” provide them with a 
prompt: 
 Would you rather _________ or ________? Why? 
 What is the most important? 
 If you were _________ would you do A or B? Why? 
 Do you think __________ is more or less (interesting, 

significant, difficult, etc.) than ________?  



 Students need to compare how they found the 
words they highlighted, circled, boxed, etc.  

 They need to contextualize why they made 
these actions.   
 Did they really understand why they did the 

annotations?  
 Did they understand the content of the article? 

 To ensure understanding re-read the article. 



 STEP 1: “Talk”  Discuss with your annotations with your 
neighbor. Is there anything you are willing to change? 

 STEP 2 Read: Re-read your article thinking solely about an 
agreed upon definition of “revolution”- maybe cite Locke (!) 

 Step 3 TALK: 2 – Take a selected question from the envelope 
and prepare an essay response.  Questions include:  
 1.When is revolution justifiable? In the context of the Arab Spring 

is revolution justifiable? How and Why? 
 2.How would you go about “performing” a revolution? Would 

you have “performed” in the Arab Spring or would you have been 
a bystander, Why or Why not? 

 3.Compare and Contrast the Arab Spring Revolution with the 
American Revolution.  Use examples from the article and from the 
textbook to support why you would or would not call each of 
these events a “revolution”. 

 



 To increase literacy and understanding allow 
students to keep up with current events by 
incorporating an element of “Binder Control” 
 There should be required sections of their binders for 

note taking, handouts, and any writing activities. 
 Nothing should be thrown away, all resources 

should be at their fingertips 
 Teachers can then freely reference prior work. 
 



 Brookhart, Susan M. How to Assess Higher-Order 
Thinking Skills in Your Classroom. ASCD, 
Alexandria, VA 2010 

 Daniels, Smokey and Elaine. The Best-Kept Teaching 
Secret: How Written Conversations…Corwin 
Literacy, Thousand Oaks, CA. 2013 

 Lemov, Doug. Teach Like a Champion: 49 Techniques 
that put Students on the Path to College. Josey-Bass, 
San Francisco, CA. 2010 

 Motley, Nancy. Talk Read Talk Write: A Practical 
Approach to Learning in the Secondary Classroom. 
Seiditz Education, San Clemente, CA. 2013 


	 talk, read, talk, write: Countries of the middle east 
	Talk, Read, Talk, Write
	4 Steps
	Talk #1 inspired by image
	Read: Focus on Arab Spring
	Talk #2: Process the text and prepare for writing
	“When students talk, they think” (Frey and Fisher 2011)
	Strategies that work:
	“There is no reading only re-reading” -Nabokov
	Build on T,R,T,W
	References Cited

