
Millennial and Sustainable Development Goals 

Audience:  World Geography and AP Human Geography  Time: teacher led 30 minutes 
This lesson is intended for students being introduced to GIS. 
 
Activity:   Explore the factors of the United Nations Goals. 
 
Benchmark:   

APGH Unit 7, B Measures of development is used to understand patterns of social and economic 
differences at a variety of scales.   Analyze spatial patterns of economic and social development.  The 
U.N. Millennium Development Goals help measure progress in development.  In contrast to the periphery 
and semi-periphery, the core countries achieved dominance through industrial production of goods.   

APHG Unit 7, B Evaluate the role of women in economic development and gender equality in the 
workforce.   

APGH Unit 7, C  Development is a process that varies across space and time.  Analyze the causes and 
consequences of international trade and growing interdependence in the world economy. 

TEKS (Texas Teachers)- World Geography 14C, 16D, 17C, 18D, 19C, 20 AB, 21 A-C, 22 A-C, 23AB 

Learning Outcomes:  Students will be able to identify the Millennium Development Goals and 
Sustainable Development Goals and provide relevant examples. Students will be able to utilize GIS to 
evaluate data and determine a plan of action.   

Ask:  Why do we study the Millennium and Sustainable Goals? 

What was the purpose of the United Nations creating the goals?  What type of data must be 
collected?  What do countries hope that the data provides?  What types of national and 
international partnerships facilitate change? 

Essential Vocabulary:  United Nations, Non-Governmental Organization, Free Trade Agreements, 
Gender Inequality Index, Child Mortality Rate, Microloans, Periphery, and Semi-periphery  

Acquire: Students will listen and discuss for 30-45 min. lecture helping students through the Millennium 
Development Goals as they apply to Morocco (Case Study).  The teacher will guide questioning on the 
screen shots from GIS.  The teacher can access the GIS account and show students how to navigate the 
site while discussing Morocco. 

Analyze:  Part II of this lesson is student driven, students will utilize arcgis.com online.  It is not 
necessary for students to sign in to utilize the resource.  Students will click on the map at the top of the 
screen and then click on Modify map to the right.  Add will pop up on the left hand side of the screen for 
students to find map layers to add to research their sustainable development goal.  

Extension:  After students from each group report their finding, individual students will write a proposal 
to Mohammad VI detailing a plan of action to reach the Sustainable Development Goals set forth in 2015. 
  


