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BRIEF SUMMARY OF UNIT OF STUDY 
The intent of this unit of study is to be used AFTER students are 
exposed to the five themes of geography. These themes will 
help students better organize their understandings and 
perceptions of the world around them. 
The activities and lessons of this unit are built to aid students in 
their understanding of how humans interact with one another 
and their environments and to begin to see the differences 
and similarities of the world around them. Students will make 
these discoveries through the study of local, national, and 
international geography.  
Using visuals will allow students greater exposure to Moroccan 
culture throughout student demographics, particularly with 
ELL/ESL students. This activity could easily be scaffolded to 
increase rigor for advanced academic students. 
 



LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
The students will be able to: 
• find the five themes of geography (location, 

movement, human/environment interaction, 
place, and region) using visual stimulus. 

• compare information gathered. 
• identify and analyze the five themes of 

geography via a research essay. 



ASSOCIATED STANDARDS 
TEKS 
• WG.05A Analyze how the 

character of a place is 
related to its political, 
economic, social, and 
cultural characteristics. 

• WG.09A Identify physical or 
human factors that constitute 
a region such as soils, 
climate, vegetation, 
language, trade network, 
river systems, and religion. 

• WG.19B Analyze ways 
technological innovations 
have allowed humans to 
adapt to places shaped by 
physical processes such as 
floods, earthquakes, and 
hurricanes.  

National Geography 
Standards 
• Standard 6 How culture and 

experience influence people’s 
perception of places and regions. 

• Standard 12 The process, patterns, 
and functions or human settlement. 

• Standard 14 How human actions 
modify the physical environment. 

• Standard 15 How physical systems 
affect human systems. 

• Standard 17/18 To apply geography 
to interpret the past/present and 
plan for the future. 

AP Human Geography 
• APHG 1A Explain the importance of 

geography as a field of study. 

• APHG 1C Define region as a concept, 
identify world regions, and understand 
regionalization processes. Analyze changing 
interconnections among places. 

• APHG 2A Analyze population compositions. 

• APHG 3A Explain the concept of culture and 
identify cultural traits. Explain how 
globalization is influencing cultural 
interactions and change. 

• APHG 3B Explain cultural pattern and 
landscapes as they vary by place and 
region. Explain the diffusion of cultural and 
cultural traits through time and space. 



IMAGE ANALYSIS OPTION - OPTIC 
• Overview: What is happening in the picture? 

• Parts: Break the picture into sections (Quarters, top/bottom, 
foreground/background). Describe the placement of objects within the 
picture. Name everything that you see. 

• Title: What does the title tell you about the picture? Does it add to what 
you understand or not? If there is not title, make one up that fits. 

• Interrelationship: Analyze the relationships in the picture. How do objects or 
people relate to each other in the picture? What clues to the message or 
argument are the relationships giving you? What seems to be the most 
important “relationship” in the picture? 

• Conclusions: Draw a conclusion to the meaning of message of the picture 
based on what you have viewed and discussed as a group. Essentially, 
what is the argument that author is trying to convey? 



EXAMPLE: USE OPTIC TO ANALYZE THE IMAGE. 

Overview: People are traveling on 
city streets. Lots of trees and hills. 
 
Parts: Top is sky. Middle and bottom is 
city. Hills in the background and 
foreground. 
 
Title: Appears to be a small town 
called Chefchaouen. Moroccans like 
vowels. 
 
Interrelationship: Buildings are built on 
hillside so population density is an 
issue.  
 
Conclusions: Population density 
appears to be high in this town and 
residents must climb elevations often 
so health issues like obesity could be 
low. 
 

The Town of Chefchaouen, Morocco 



5 THEMES ACTIVITIES USING OPTICS 
• Gallery Walk: Students travel from picture to picture to 

complete a graphic organizer for each selection. 

• Theme Matching: Students work in groups to compare 
images to themes. 

• Best/Worst Analysis: Students analyze a series of pictures 
to determine which theme is best represented and what is 
worst represented. As an extension, students brainstorm to 
determine how is missing or needs to be added to bring the 
“worst represented theme” to the “best represented theme” 
category. 



WHAT ARE THE FIVES THEMES OF GEOGRAPHY? 
• Movement: Humans Interacting on the Earth. People, goods 

or ideas. 

• Regions: How They Form and Change. 

• Human/Environment Interactions: Shaping the Landscape. 

• Location: Position on the Earth's Surface (Absolute/Relative). 

• Place: Physical and Human Characteristics. 

 

• If you need help, ask MR. HELP! 



EXAMPLE: 
GALLERY WALK 

Actual student response: 
 
Movement: The guy is walked with his 
camels. No one is riding the camels. 
 
Regions: This is the Sahara region of 
Morocco. Maybe Berber is the 
region? 
 
Human/Environment Interactions: The 
man’s clothing is loose. I know people 
use camels in the desert for 
transportation since they can easily 
walk on the sand. 
 
Location: This is the Sahara desert 
given the title. That means its in south 
Morocco. 
 
Place: It appears to be hot and dry. 
There’s not a lot of vegetation so 
water is scarce. No infrastructure is 
seen.  
 

Berber Herding Camels in Sahara 



EXAMPLE: THEME 
MATCHING 

The graph below illustrate the frequency of 
responses from my students matching the theme to 
the image. Students were asked to provide at least 
two themes for the image. 
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EXAMPLE: BEST / 
WORST ANALYSIS 

The following are student responses to the 
Best/Worst analysis. 
 
“Best: Human/Environment Interaction. It’s 
easy to see the wind pulling the surfer in the 
image. After some research, we found out 
that Dakhla is one of the best places in the 
WORLD to kite surf. Surfers from all around 
the world come here for the constant wind, 
calm waters and events. 
 
Worst: Location or maybe region. Without 
outside help, it’s hard to determine where 
exactly this place is. Only after reading the 
title were we able to figure out exact 
location. 
 
How to Move Worst to Best?: If we had gps 
coordinates, we could tell exactly where this 
is located. We found out that there is a 25 
mile stretch of coastline that windsurfers 
use.” 

Kitesurfing in the Bay of Dakhla, Morocco 



5 THEMES EXTENSION LESSON 
• Primary Source Comparison Essay: Students will 

select a theme to focus their research. Next, students will 
select two cities/locations and then begin selecting images 
from these two locations that best illustrate the theme they 
selected. Students should be able to apply both OPTIC analysis 
and the 5 themes analysis to answer the following essay 
question: 

• Regions within a country can vary based upon a number of 
factors. Using the primary source you’ve selected, analyze 
the differences of the regions using one specific theme of 
geography. 



IMAGE DIRECTORY 

• http://tinyurl.com/moroccopix 
• Photos found in this directory are all open source, open 

license images taken by the authors. They are freely 
available for your lessons. Some images, namely maps and 
charts, are copyright to the original owners as found within 
our citation pages. 

• Images are catalogued by cities/location but not by 
theme. 

• Image directory will continue to be updated as more 
images are catalogued over time. The team captured over 
4000 images during the trip and cataloguing takes time. 



WORKS CITED – MAPS  
"Carte Maroc - Erfoud." Erfoud. Carte-maroc.com, Web. 7 Nov. 2016. 
 
"Chefchaouen Location Map." Meteo365.com, Web. 7 Nov. 2016. 
 
"Ifrane, Morocco." BU Exchange - Al Akhawayn University in Ifrane, Morocco. Web. 7 Nov. 2016. 
 
"Kite Eco Travel | Dakhla, Marruecos." Kite Eco Travel Maps. Kite Eco Travel, Web. 7 Nov. 2016. 
 
"Map of the Atlas Mountains." Atlas Mountains. Encyclopædia Britannica, Web. 7 Nov. 2016. 
 
"Map of Morocco - Tangier." The New York Times. Web. 7 Nov. 2016. 
 
"Meknes on Map of Morocco." World Easy Guides. Web. 7 Nov. 2016. 
 
"Ouarzazate on Map of Morocco." World Easy Guides. Web. 7 Nov. 2016. 
 
“Rabat Location Map." Meteo365.com, Web. 7 Nov. 2016. 
 
Seel, Annie. "Merzouga Dunes Map." Web. 7 Nov. 2016. 
 
"The Ksar of Ait-Ben-Haddou." The Ksar of Ait-Ben-Haddou. African World Heritage, Web. 7 Nov. 2016. 
 
"The Medina of Fes." The Medina of Fes. African World Heritage, Web. 7 Nov. 2016. 
 
"The Medina of Marrakesh." The Marrakesh of Fes. African World Heritage, Web. 7 Nov. 2016. 
 
"The Ruins of Volubilis." The Ruins of Volubilis. African World Heritage, Web. 7 Nov. 2016. 
 
“Tinghir Location Map." Meteo365.com, Web. 7 Nov. 2016. 



WORKS CITED – CLIMATE CHARTS 
“Dakhla Climate & Temperature." Dakhla Climate & Temperature. Climatemps.com, Web. 7 Nov. 
2016. 
 
“Fes Climate & Temperature." Fes Climate & Temperature. Climatemps.com, Web. 7 Nov. 2016. 
 
“Ifrane Climate & Temperature." Ifrane Climate & Temperature. Climatemps.com, Web. 7 Nov. 2016. 
 
“Marrakesh Climate & Temperature." Marrakesh Climate & Temperature. Climatemps.com, Web. 7 
Nov. 2016. 
 
“Meknes Climate & Temperature." Meknes Climate & Temperature. Climatemps.com, Web. 7 Nov. 
2016. 
 
“Ouarzazate  Climate & Temperature." Ouarzazate Climate & Temperature. Climatemps.com, Web. 7 
Nov. 2016. 
 
“Rabat Climate & Temperature." Rabat Climate & Temperature. Climatemps.com, Web. 7 Nov. 2016. 
 
"Tangier Climate & Temperature." Tangier Climate & Temperature. Climatemps.com, Web. 7 Nov. 
2016. 
 
 



WORKS CITED – PHOTOS 
Morocco Album, Morocco. Personal photograph by C. Burke , I. Pearce. July 2016. 


	Morocco
	Brief Summary of Unit of Study
	Learning Objectives
	Associated Standards
	Image Analysis Option - OPTIC
	Example: Use optic to analyze the image.
	5 Themes Activities Using OPTICS
	What are the fives themes of geography?
	Example: Gallery Walk
	Example: Theme Matching
	Example: Best / Worst Analysis
	5 Themes Extension Lesson
	Image Directory
	Works cited – Maps 
	Works cited – Climate Charts
	Works cited – Photos

