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TEKS 

• (16)  Culture. The student understands how the components of culture affect the way people live and 
shape the characteristics of regions. The student is expected to: 

•   
• (A)  describe distinctive cultural patterns and landscapes associated with different places in Texas, the 

United States, and other regions of the world and how these patterns influenced the processes of 
innovation and diffusion; 

•   
• (B)  describe elements of culture, including language, religion, beliefs and customs, institutions, and 

technologies; 
•   

• (C)  explain ways various groups of people perceive the characteristics of their own and other cultures, 
places, and regions differently; and 

•   
• (D)  compare life in a variety of urban and rural areas in the world to evaluate political, economic, social, 

and environmental changes.  

 



Rationale 

Students often have a difficult time envisioning the places that we 
discuss in AP World History.  A lot of my students also have a poor 
“mental map.”  This project is designed to immerse students in 
Morocco through the aid of Google Maps and allow them to “fly in” 
to Morocco.  They will get a broad picture of where it is in relation 
to other countries in the world and then get to “walk around” and 
see the sites of the country.   

 



Maghreb Region 



CIA World Factbook 

• Read the entire background section 
• Geography Section 

• What are the countries that border Morocco? 
• How does Morocco compare in size to the size of New York? 

• People and Society Section 
• What languages are spoken Morocco? 
• What is the majority religion in Morocco? 

• Government Section 
• What type of government does Morocco have? 
• What is the capital of Morocco? 

• Economy Section 
• What are the main exports of Morocco? 

• Energy Section 
• What percent of Moroccans are internet users? 

 



Places to Visit 
 Pay attention to people, culture, and geography 

• Hassan Tower in Rabat 
• Hassan II Mosque in Casablanca 
• Dakhla 
• Jemaa el-Fnaa - Marrakech 
• Al Akhawayn University – Ifrane 
• CLA Studios – Ouarzazate 
• Camel Trekking in Morocco 
• Chouara Tannery – Fes 
• Hercules Cave – Tangier 
• Archaeological Site of Volubilis 

 



Follow-Up Questions 

• How did the geography of Ifrane compare to the geography of the sites for the camel trekking? 
• What signature elements of Islamic architecture did you notice? 
• What did you notice about how people were dressed? 
• What stood out about Volubilis? 
• List 3 examples of culture from outside of Morocco that were represented on the tour. 
• What surprised you the most about the places on the tour? 
• Which stop was your favorite and why? 

 



Advertisement 

Create a 30 second advertisement for a travel company about traveling to Morocco. 
  
• Must use accurate information from the places you visited 
• Either present to the class live or film and send the link to Coach K 
• Must be enthusiastic in your delivery! It’s a commercial! Get people to want to travel! 
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Marrakech 



Marrakech 



Ifrane 



Ouarzazate 



Merzouga 



Fes 



Volubilis 



Tangier 



Sources 

• Benjelloun, Fouad (Tour guide for most of our trip) 

• Ouaouicha, Dr. Driss (President of Al Akhawayn University) 

• Tazi, Amine (General manager of the CLA and Atlas Studios) 

• Yanouri, Ahmed (President of the American Moroccan Alliance) 

• Tour guides we met along the way 

 

• Blue Door Hotel: http://www.bluedoorhotel.com/2012/04/11/visiting-the-caves-of-hercules-in-tangier-morocco/ 

• CIA World Factbook: https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/ 

• Google Maps 

 

 

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
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