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Objective: Students will be able to identify examples of cultural diffusion and syncretism in the country of 

Morocco.  

 

AP World History standard(s) covered:   

o Key Concept 3.1 3D Cross-cultural exchanges were fostered by the intensification of existing, or 

the creation of new, networks of trade and communication. 

 D. Increased cross-cultural interactions resulted in the diffusion of literary, artistic, and 

cultural traditions. 

o Key Concept 3.2C Empires collapsed and were reconstituted; in some regions new state forms 

emerged 

 C. Some states synthesized local and borrowed traditions. 

Geography TEKS: 

(16)  Culture. The student understands how the components of culture affect the way people live and shape the 

characteristics of regions. The student is expected to: 

 

(A)  describe distinctive cultural patterns and landscapes associated with different places in Texas, the 

United States, and other regions of the world and how these patterns influenced the processes of innovation and 

diffusion; 

 

(B)  describe elements of culture, including language, religion, beliefs and customs, institutions, and 

technologies; 

 

(C)  explain ways various groups of people perceive the characteristics of their own and other cultures, 

places, and regions differently; and 

 

(D)  compare life in a variety of urban and rural areas in the world to evaluate political, economic, 

social, and environmental changes.  

 

 

 

Rationale: Students often have a difficult time envisioning the places that we discuss in AP World History.  A 

lot of my students also have a poor “mental map.”  This project is designed to immerse students in Morocco 

through the aid of Google Maps and allow them to “fly in” to Morocco.  They will get a broad picture of where 

it is in relation to other countries in the world and then get to “walk around” and see the sites of the country.   

 

 

Materials Needed: 

1) Computers/Laptops/iPads 

2) Internet Connection 

3) Pen/Pencil 

4) Paper 

 

Time: 2 class days 
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Lesson Sequence: 

1. Hook – Have students draw a map of the Maghreb region from memory. Have the students compare 

maps with each other and then discuss to revise their maps. Display a map for students to which they 

can compare their own maps. 

 

2. Setting the Stage – Have the students research the following information on the CIA World 

Factbook (http://tinyurl.com/pqu9hl)  This section can also be handled through short direct 

instruction. 

a. Read the entire Background Section 

b. Geography Section 

 What are the countries that border Morocco? 

 How does Morocco compare in size to New York? 

c. People and Society Section 

 What languages are spoken in Morocco? 

 What is the majority religion in Morocco? 

d. Government Section 

 What type of government does Morocco have? 

  What is the capital of Morocco? 

e. Economy Section 

 What are the main exports of Morocco? 

f. Energy Section 

 What percent of Moroccans are internet users? 

 

Discuss similarities and differences between the United States and Morocco. 

 

 

 

3. The Tour 

a. There are a couple of ways to go about the tour: 

 You can play the role of travel agent and guide the students step-by-step on their tour 

 You can give them a list of places and have them work with a partner to visit all of 

the places 

*Hassan Tower in Rabat 

*Hassan II Mosque in Casablanca 

*Dakhla 

*Jemaa el-Fnaa - Marrakech 

*Al Akhawayn University – Ifrane 

*CLA Studios – Ouarzazate 

*Camel Trekking in Morocco 

*Chouara Tannery – Fes 

*Hercules Cave – Tangier 

*Archaeological Site of Volubilis 

b. The students open google maps and search for the location.  They double-click on the picture 

to set down near the landmark and can click through the pictures on the bottom of the screen 

to get a panoramic view of the site. 

c. The students should jot down notes of things they notice about each place with focus on 

geography, culture, and people. 

http://tinyurl.com/pqu9hl


4. Have students respond to the following questions: 

a. How did the geography of Ifrane compare to the geography of the sites for the camel 

trekking? 

b. What signature elements of Islamic architecture did you notice? 

c. What did you notice about how people were dressed? 

d. What stood out about Volubilis? 

e. List 3 examples of culture from outside of Morocco that were represented on the tour. 

f. What surprised you the most about the places on the tour? 

g. Which stop was your favorite and why? 

***Feel free to add/subtract questions. 

 

5. Processing Activity – The students should create a 30 second advertisement for a travel company 

about traveling to Morocco.  They can either perform it live or film them and send the link to the 

teacher.  

 

Personal Anecdote: 

When I started telling people that I was going to Morocco, I got so many questions about whether I was nervous 

to go or worried about my safety.  I told everyone ‘no’ because bad stuff could happen anywhere.  After my 

trip, people still asked if I had ever felt unsafe while abroad.  The true answer is no, I never felt unsafe. 

Everyone we encountered on our trip was so friendly.  We were invited into peoples’ homes for meals, to hang 

out, and even party! I loved the culture of openness that is shared in Morocco. I was more afraid of having to 

turn down more tea or food, then anything to do with my safety. I got the safety question when I presented my 

Morocco lesson plan at the Texas Council for the Social Studies (TCSS) Conference in Corpus Christi a couple 

weeks ago. I told them the same thing: you’ll feel safe! One thing I will never forget happened in Dakhla.  

Ahmed and Tarek were going to Friday prayer, and three of us asked if we could go with them.  I really wanted 

to see “real” Morocco.  By the time we got to the mosque, there was no room in the women’s section, so we 

stayed across the street in the shade.  I really loved that we got to see regular life in Morocco: people running 

late, laying down their rugs on the street, sharing with others who didn’t have theirs with them.  When it was 

over, a Moroccan man came up to us with a huge smile on his face and said “Americans?” He then asked us if 

we had any questions about what we saw or any questions about Islam. He was so willing to share his faith and 

beliefs with us.  That’s how all of the Moroccans we interacted with responded to us being there.  I loved being 

able to share that story with my students when we discussed Islam in my class. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Background Information for each location: 

 

1) Hassan Tower in Rabat 

 Minaret of an incomplete mosque from the 12th century 

 Made from sandstone 

 A part of the same historical complex as the Mausoleum of Mohammed V 

 UNESCO World Heritage Site 

 Suffered damage in an earthquake in 1755 

Source: Fouad Benjelloun – Morocco trip tour guide 

 

2) Hassan II Mosque in Casablanca  

 Largest mosque in Morocco 

 It has the world’s tallest minaret, which has a light on top that faces Mecca 

 The mosque holds 25,000 people inside, and 80,000 outside 

 The people of Morocco donated whatever they could to help fund the building of the mosque. 

o Arab and Western countries also donated to help build the mosque 

Sources: Tour guide from the Hassan II mosque 

                                 Fouad Benjelloun – Morocco trip tour guide 

        Ahmed Yanouri 

 

3) Dakhla 

 Located in the disputed territory Moroccan Sahara (also called Western Sahara) 

 Part of a former Spanish colony 

 Economic activities: fishing and tourism 

 Center for kitesurfing  

 

Source: Ahmed Yanouri  

 

4) Jemaa el-Fnaa – Marrakech 

 Known for traditional activities by storytellers, musicians and performers 

 There are snake charmers and people carrying apes for tourists to take pictures with 

 Discreet police officers are in the square to ensure the safety of visitors 

o The market is important to the economy of the region  

o Tourists need to feel safe in order to spend their money there 

 

Source: Ahmed Yanouri 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



5) Al Akhawayn University– Ifrane 

 The Two Brothers’ University in English 

o Named for the King of Saudi Arabia (King Fahd) and the King of Morocco (King Hassan 

II) 

o Mostly funded by King Fahd through an endowment to clean up an oil spill off the coast 

of Morocco.  Morocco does not have oil money and lacked the resources to protect the 

coastlines. 

o Wind blew the oil away from the coast and the Saudi Arabian King refused the money 

 All classes are taught in English 

 Public university 

 Based on the American liberal arts model  

Source: Dr. Driss Ouaouicha – President of Al Akhawayn University 

 

6) CLA Studios/Atlas Studios – Ouarzazate 

 Film studios in Morocco 

 Kundun, Kingdom of Heaven, Alexander the Great, Prince of Persia, Ben Hur (recent), 

Gladiator, The Passion of the Christ 

         Source: Amine Tazi - General manager of the film-production company: Atlas and CLA Studio 

  

7) Camel Trekking in Morocco 

 Camels near Merzouga in the Sahara Desert are ridden by tourists until they die 

o Translated from our camel caravan leader by Ahmed Yanouri 

 It does rain in the Sahara Desert (experience) 

 

8) Chouara Tannery – Fes 

 People are offered a sprig of mint when entering the area with the vats due to the smell 

o Cow urine and pigeon droppings are used in the tanning process 

 The old Medina where the tannery is located is now a UNESCO World Heritage Site 

Source: Fouad Benjelloun – Morocco trip tour guide 

 

9) Hercules Cave – Tangier 

 “The caves of Hercules, located just 14 km west of Tangier, are a place of stunning natural 

beauty and great archeological significance.” 

 “The mouths of the caves open up onto the Atlantic and are flooded at high tide. When the tide 

comes in, water gushes up through these massive holes in the ground and hillside. It’s very 

impressive. The caves are partly man-made and partly natural.  At low tide, the views inside 

caves looking out over the ocean are stunning, the colors in particular. The blue Atlantic Ocean 

and sky above resemble a reverse silhouette of Africa.”  

 

Source: Information from the Blue Door Hotel 

10) Archaeological Site of Volubilis 

 Partly excavated Berber and Roman city in Morocco near Meknes 

 UNESCO World Heritage Site 

 Demonstrates the far-reaching corners of the Roman Empire 

 Mosaics and columns from Roman rule 

Source: Signs around the site 



Additional Resources on Morocco 

 

 Doing Daily Battle: Interviews with Moroccan Women, Fatima Mernissi, (The Women’s Press, UK/Rutgers 

University Press, US). 

 A Street in Marrakech, Elizabeth W. Fernea (Waveland Press, 1988)  

 Tribe and Society in Rural Morocco, David Hart, (Frank Cass, UK/US). 

 The Mellah Society: Jewish Community Life in Sherifan Morocco, Shlomo Deshen, (Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press, 1989). 

 How “Berber” Matters in the Middle of Nowhere by David Crawford 

 

Documentaries/Films: 
·        Class of 2006, PBS, Director Gini Reticker. 
·        Sound of the Soul, Stephen Olsson, Director (CEM Productions, 2006). 
·        The Sheltering Sky (1990). Paul Bowles 
·        Morocco: The Past and the Present of Djemma El Fna, 1995. 
·        The Wind and The Lion, 1975. (Youtube for $2) 
·        Casablanca, 1942. 


