
 
 

 
June 5, 2020 
 

Dear members and friends, 
 
Like you, we have watched the turmoil of the past two weeks with deep concern. Across our country and the 
globe, streets have been flooded with anger and anguish, as well as with scenes of solidarity, compassion 
and hope. As a nonpartisan organization, we sought to learn and reflect before publicly addressing the issues 
in a constructive way. As an organization committed to discussing matters of international 
consequence, we would be remiss to remain silent as the world speaks. 
  
The World Affairs Council stands with those lifting their voices to demand justice and accountability. We 
mourn George Floyd and the countless other victims of racism and police brutality, most of whose names we 
will never know. There can be no honest discussion of national policy, foreign policy or world affairs without 
recognition of the role that systemic racism and violence against Black communities and communities of color 
has played in shaping our national histories and existing institutions and infrastructures.  
  
At our best, World Affairs Councils provide a place where people of different ethnicities, nationalities, genders, 
orientations, backgrounds, beliefs and political persuasions can come together to listen and engage in 
important, challenging conversations. While the Council prides itself on bringing attention to a broad array of 
global issues, we recognize that the diversity of our program topics and speakers must continue to grow. We 
are re-committing our organization to amplifying voices of the many professionals of color working in 
academia, journalism, policy and government. This is our fundamental responsibility to the members, 
international visitors, students and teachers we serve. 
  
We believe unequivocally that our Council has a meaningful role to play in combating prejudice and 
oppression. We take pride in being a community of lifelong learners who do not shy away from uncomfortable 
conversations, but embrace them as opportunities to expand our understanding.  
  
Making a difference in the world starts at home. Change requires sustained attention and a commitment to 
ongoing action and civic participation. It also requires us to look inward. Going forward, the Council will 
expand our programming to continue this dialogue, and also evaluate our board cultivation plan to ensure that 
our actions and leadership remain aligned with our mission. For those interested in contributing to this 
conversation, we invite you to share your thoughts with us directly and at this open survey link. 
  
It is our hope that this moment in history will serve as a catalyst for ongoing reflection and meaningful long-
term, constructive change. 
 
Sincerely, 
  
 
 
 
 
              
James N. Falk                                  Jorge Baldor 
President & CEO                             Chairman of the Board 
World Affairs Council   World Affairs Council 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfD_deZIqfz2uDkPXNTzpQC_nno0YAgew_Guh9yz6dg8pBBNQ/viewform

