CREATE CHANGE
The Young Leaders of the Americas Initiative (YLAI) empowers innovative business and
social entrepreneurs from Latin America and the Caribbean to strengthen their capacity
to advance their entrepreneurial ideas and effectively contribute to social and economic
development in their communities through four-week U.S. fellowships and
entrepreneurship training. YLAI is fully-funded by the U.S. Department of State.

Why should your organization
host a YLAI Fellow?
Mentor the Next Generation of Entrepreneurial
Leaders:
Leverage your business skills to make a
difference in the global economy.
Create learning and training opportunities for
your team by collaborating with a Fellow from
another culture.
Advise on the Fellow’s professional
development plan and goals.
Support the Fellow’s networking.
Join a national network of entrepreneurs
hosting a YLAI Fellow.

94%

Fellowship Hosts would recommend
hosting a Fellow to a colleague

OVER 500

YLAI ALUMNI
FROM

36

Advance your Work with Top Talent. YLAI is a twoway exchange that creates opportunities for both
parties to support and learn from each other.
Build Partnerships. Cultivate a close professional
relationship with an international entrepreneur that
could last well beyond the duration of the
Fellowship.
Travel Internationally. Apply to travel to your
Fellow's home country for continued collaboration,
cultural immersion, professional programming, and
to develop new partners and markets.

COUNTRIES IN LATIN AMERICA
AND THE CARIBBEAN

58% Business entrepreneurs
42% Social entrepreneurs
22% Both

52% FEMALE

"YLAI is the type of diplomacy we need to continue to do; to connect entrepreneurs
across borders who stimulate commerce, create bigger networks, and lead to growth in
both directions.” 2017 YLAI Fellowship Host

48% MALE

TRAVEL INTERNATIONALLY
The YLAI Reverse Exchange is an opportunity for Fellowship Hosts to travel to
their YLAI Fellow's home country, learn more about the community, develop a
professional network, and share best practices in Latin America and the
Caribbean.
Fellows and Fellowship Hosts apply for the opportunity in Fall 2018, with travel
occurring in Spring 2019.
Past projects include organizing and implementing a speaker series, conference,
or entrepreneurial training series.
All expenses are covered by the YLAI Program.

IMPACT STORIES
"My business is what it is today as a result of the YLAI program... I also gained access
to a huge asset: my mentor, Kevin Vela. We kept working together after the program
was over. We’re currently organizing a pitch competition where entrepreneurs get
the opportunity to connect and pitch to US-based seasoned investors."
Aristides Rubio, Fellow at Vela-Wood law firm in Dallas, Texas

FAQ
When will they be in town?
September 25 – October 19
Do YLAI Fellows speak English?
Yes, all Fellows are fluent in English.
How much experience do the Fellows have?
The Fellows will have at least 2 years of experience
leading their business or organization.
Are host organizations compensated?
No, Fellowship Hosts and organizations participate on a
voluntary basis.
How do you match Fellows and Hosts?
Fellows and Hosts are matched by industry or skills.
Will the Fellow work with us every day?
Yes, Fellows become integrated team members of your
business or organization for four weeks.

What type of work do Fellows do?
Fellows assist with or lead projects or events, conduct
marketing or competitive industry analyses, create
marketing and social media strategy, provide customer
service support, and evaluate growth opportunities for the
business, depending on host organization needs.
Do I pay the YLAI Fellow?
No, the Fellows are not compensated. They receive
accommodations and per diem from the YLAI Program.
What resources and support are available to Fellowship
Hosts?
Resources include an orientation with other host
entrepreneurs in your community, a local community liaison,
a guidebook, and the YLAI team in DC.
What age are the Fellows?
25 – 35 years old

THANKS TO YLAI FELLOWSHIP HOSTS
57% of YLAI Alumni have increased their revenue
63% initiated a new project in their home country
78% expanded their market into other parts of their country or region
79% established joint ventures and organizational partnerships
50% expanded their market into the U.S.

To apply to host a YLAI Fellow, contact:
Anna Emery
International Visitor Program Manager
at the World Affairs Council of Dallas/Fort Worth
Direct: 214-965-8414
Mobile: 214-704-9403
Email: aemery@dfwworld.org

FIND OUT MORE AT: ylai.state.gov/fellowship

